Perhaps an extract from a letter 
written not long since will serve to 
express my position. “As to the pres- 
idency of the N. A. C., I do not feel 
that I am the man for that. I do not 
think it well to have one man there for 
life, but I certainly hate to think of 
the time when Ernest Stanaback will 
retire.” 

As you know the great factor in my 
declining the nomination was the ill 
health of Mrs. Kenison. If the mental 
strain that I was under while at Cin- 
cinnati could be understood the matter 
would require no further explanation. 
I am happy to say that Mrs. Kenison’s 
health is greatly improved, else I should 
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adhere to my decision made at the 
convention. 

Regarding your action in starting the 
work of the committee, I will say that 
I fully understand and appreciate your 
motives and they have my endorse- 
ment. I will take up these matters with 
you when I see you in New York next 
week as I expect to. 

In closing, I thank you and the board 
of officers for the honor conferred upon 
me and hope that I may prove worthy 
of your confidence. I accept not only 
the office, but the obligations that go 
with it. 

Sincerely yours, 
H. P. KENISON. 
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